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AVIAN HAVEN
Wild Bird Rehabilitation Center
Featured Cases 
Second Quarter 2010
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But first an update! 
The Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird featured in 
our First Quarter Slide 
Show finished his molt and 
was released on May 24. 
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Case # 82-83
American Woodcocks
Admitted April 22, 2010
Photos by 
Glori Berry
4
Species Profile
Woodcocks are forest-dwelling shorebirds; their  
long bills allow them to find and eat their favorite 
food – earthworms.
Set far back on the sides of the head, their eyes 
allow them a nearly 360° field of view.
Males are known for their spring courtship displays: 
a series of nasal “peent” calls followed by upward 
flight in which wing beats create a melodious twitter 
accompanied by a vocal chirping during the descent.
Nests are on the ground.  Females incubate eggs 
and brood young, which are precocial (hatch with ample 
down, open eyes, capable of standing and walking soon 
after hatching).  Young stay with mother 4-6 weeks.
5
Case History and Notes
These young woodcocks were found in a road 
near their dead mother, who had apparently been 
killed by a car.  Judging from their weight, they 
were 3-4 days old. 
On admission, they were cold and weak but 
uninjured.
For about the first week, woodcocks are fed by 
their mother, so these birds had to be hand-fed 
for their first few days with us. 
Woodcocks eat heavily; estimates of their daily 
worm consumption are as high as twice their body 
weights.  
6
Admission Day
7
Standing in 
for Mom: 
Assisted 
Feeding on 
4/23
8
First Half of May
The smaller one is 
occasionally tube 
fed.
9
Last Half of May
They still often loaf together, 
but they are also starting to 
display – and fly!
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Release on May 31
Outcome
We packed the birds 
in a cardboard carrier, 
and took them into our 
woods, where a stream 
bed provides a good 
location for 
earthworm hunting.
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Case # 164-168
House Finches
Admitted May 22, 2010
Photos by 
Glori Berry
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Species Profile
Around 1940, a small group of House Finches 
brought from California was released on Long Island. 
The species has since spread throughout eastern U.S.
Adult males have red on head and chest; females 
and juveniles are more drab.  Purple Finches are 
similar in appearance, but color and pattern of 
markings are slightly different.
Bills are short and chunky, specialized for seed-
eating.
Nests are often in close proximity to human 
dwellings, and may be found on porches, window 
ledges, hanging plants, etc.
13
Case History and Notes
The nest was in a wreath on a porch, but the 
homeowners did not realize it was there.  When they 
discarded the wreath, they inadvertently destroyed 
the nest (and discovered its contents).  
The local Animal Control Officer was called; he 
rescued the nestlings, and brought them to us.
Although they were cold on intake, they were, 
surprisingly, uninjured.
Nestling House Finches can be distinguished from 
similar species by several distinctive features, one of 
which is their heavy down.
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May 23
House Finch hatchlings have 
copious down.  The bird to the 
right (photo from last year) is only 
a few hours old.
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Sidelight: Identifying Nestlings
Many species look similar at 
this age.  A newly-admitted 
singleton was added to the 
House Finch clutch temporarily.  
The species difference is more 
readily apparent when the birds 
open their mouths.  The extra bird 
is an Eastern Phoebe.
Note the sparse 
down on  one bird.
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May 28 – most of the 
remaining  down is on their 
heads.
June 5 – the older 
four have fledged, 
but the youngest 
still isn’t flying and 
is smaller than the 
others.  We’ll 
continue to hand 
feed her longer 
than the others.
Note the 
full crop –
she’s just 
been fed.
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Another Species Comparison
This is the young House 
Finch shown in the 
previous slide.
This is a Purple Finch about 
the same age. 
The “eye stripe” on the Purple 
Finch is a distinguishing feature.
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June 18 in the Flight Cage
The juveniles  
now resemble 
adult females.
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Outcome
The birds did very well and were ready to release 
by the middle of June.
House Finches tend to be urban birds; they are 
rarely found in rural locations such as our site.
Although we release many songbirds here, it is 
important for juveniles to start their life in the wild 
in places where there are others of their kind.
We know of areas with well-stocked feeding 
stations visited by House Finches; we chose one of 
them for release of these juveniles.
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Release Day – June 21
Catching for 
Transport to 
Release Site
21
Release Day Cont’d.
Each bird is checked for 
good plumage and weight.
Then they are tucked 
into a transport box.
Release went well – they flew to join other 
House Finches at a feeding station. 22
Case # 293
Osprey
Hatched May 29, 2010
Photos by Glori 
Berry; except 
June 11 photos 
by Marc Payne 
or Diane Winn.
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Species Profile
Their populations suffered steep declines in the 
1950s-1970s due to use of pesticides that led to thin 
eggshells and low hatching rates.  
Almost all of the osprey’s diet is live fish; its feet 
have specialized scales for grasping prey.
At one time, nests were natural sites such as tall 
trees and rocky cliffs.  Today, they often make nests 
on tall artificial structures such as power poles and 
transmission towers.  
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A striking raptor, an adult 
osprey has a white breast, 
chocolate-brown wings and back, 
and piercing yellow eyes.
Case History and Notes
Nests on a transmission structure may interfere 
with the function of the structure (cause power 
outages, etc.) .  
For nests still under construction, a substitute 
platform can often be made nearby and accepted 
by the parents.  But under some circumstances, a 
completed nest with eggs may have to be  
dismantled.
Federal authority is required to remove the 
eggs; the U.S.D.A. Wildlife Division may bring eggs 
to a rehabilitation center to be incubated.
Such was the case with eggs delivered to us on 
May 12.  
25
Eggs in Incubator
Usually the star 
crack precedes 
hatching by 2-3 
days, but this bird 
was out of the egg 
when we got up the 
next morning.
We saw the “star crack” 
when checking the eggs 
just before going to bed 
on May 28. 
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June 5
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The chick is fed 
small pieces of fish.
Outcome
Raptors in general are vulnerable to improper 
imprinting; a surrogate parent is important to ensure a 
proper species identity for hatchling raptors.  
A wild foster parent can also help teach hunting 
skills to fledglings.
We prefer to adopt any ospreys hatched at Avian 
Haven into wild nests, some of which are on structures 
accessible by boat at high tide. The idea is to look for 
a nest that has chicks of a similar age, but not a full 
clutch.
Adoption day for this bird was June 11.
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One last meal 
here . . . then 
packed to travel.  
The second nest checked was ideal –
there was one chick about the same 
age, and one that was younger.  Our 
bird is on the left.
Leaving the Scene 
(Mom has already returned.)
30
We won’t get to see our youngster grow up to 
become a successful adult like this one . . . 
. . .  but we’ve given our bird the best 
possible chance of achieving that outcome.
Case # 300
Northern Flicker
Admitted June 1, 2010
Photos by Glori 
Berry, except 
admission photos 
by Diane Winn
31
Species Profile
Flickers are known for foraging on the ground – a 
good place to find their favorite food of ants.
Nests are in cavities usually excavated in dead 
tree trunks; the entrance into the nest cavity may be 
quite high in the tree.   
Northern Flickers are 
woodpeckers; there are two 
subspecies, Yellow-shafted (found    
in eastern North America) and Red-
shafted (western North America).           
The colors of the feather shafts 
are best seen on a spread wing.
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Case History and Notes
A flicker family had been observed by a human 
one.  When the parents came to feed the nestlings, 
the excited youngsters could be seen at the cavity 
entrance.
One day, a nestling was found at the bottom of 
the tree. The fallen baby was retrieved 
immediately.  But putting him back in the nest 
cavity was impossible – the entrance was much too 
high. Additionally, the bird was injured.   
The family knew one of our volunteers; they 
called her, and she brought the bird to us.
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June 2
Wing primaries are still in 
pinfeather.  A concern is 
the bruise on the hip and 
the possibility that the 
femur may be fractured. 
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The white, fleshy fold at the jaw hinge can be seen in 
newly hatched birds.  (The photo to the right was 
taken in another year.)
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June 8:  
Feathers are emerging!
The hip injury has healed.  The bird is able to walk, 
and on June 9, began clinging to logs in the cage.   
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June 18:  He’s in 
a flight cage 
now, clinging to 
the netting on 
the inside of the 
cage walls.  
Mouth folds 
have almost 
disappeared, and 
he is capable of 
short flights.
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June 18 – Catching an Ant
June 30 – Eating from a Food Cup
Note  his 
protruding 
tongue.
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Pieces of 
cherry are 
a favorite.
Preening
June 28
39
40
More Preening
Release here on June 22  
After a short 
hesitation, he 
flies to a 
flight cage 
rooftop and 
preens.
Outcome:
41
The food cup is on the 
outside of the cage now –
and will remain there for 
as long as he uses it.
But it’s a wide, wide world out 
there, filled with many more 
interesting things to eat. 42
That’s it for this issue!
Look for our next 
issue in October.
To support this work 
with a financial 
contribution, click on 
the PayPal or credit 
card icon at the bottom 
of our home page.     
(Thank you!)
To see more photos by          
Glori Berry, visit 
http://www.gloriberry.com/pics
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